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REVIEW OF ADOPTION SERVICE 

229. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 

(1) When did the minister receive the report of the external review of the adoption service undertaken by 
Mr Terry Simpson in 2008? 

(2) Why has the minister not made the report public? 

(3) Given recent complaints about the adoption service, will the minister now make the report public; and, 
if not, why not? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1)–(3) The report was commissioned by the Director General of the Department for Child Protection and was a 
report to the director general. I received a copy of the report soon after coming into government. 

The 2008 report considered ways in which the adoption service’s administration and services could be 
streamlined. Implementation of the report’s recommendations occurred through an adoption reform 
project, the details of which can be found on the department’s website. A key reform was to reduce the 
waiting time to commence an adoption. The waiting list of 20 months was reduced to one month by 
February 2009. 

People involved in the adoption process have been telling me for some time of the many problems that 
they experience with the department and have provided dates of specific concerns. The majority of 
those concerns occurred prior to my appointment as Minister for Child Protection. I have been working 
on improving those services provided by the department to prospective adoptive parents in a very 
difficult environment. Many countries now focus on local adoptions. Overseas countries have increased 
their eligibility threshold, have reduced quotas and have suspended programs. I use as an example 
Ethiopia, which suspended its program but came back on 1 April this year. That has led to longer time 
lines for people who offer themselves as adoptive families. 

On 7 April I met with a delegation of 17 people to discuss problems and to seek their input to further 
improve the services provided by the department. The majority of members in the delegation said that 
although there had been improvements in the past 12 months, there was still a lot more to be done. 
However, I can inform the house that amendments to the Adoption Act are in the process of being 
drafted and will be introduced into Parliament this year. I can also inform the house that as of 1 June 
2010 Ms Andrea Nixon will be the new director of adoption services. 

It has taken the member some 20 months to ask for this report, and time has moved on. Changes have 
been made, but I am more than happy to table the report. 

[See paper 2038.] 
 


